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Dinner at the hotel followed by your participation to the Torchlight
Procession at the Esplanade.

Day 6
Lourdes
The first apparition to Bernadette
Soubirous, at that time only 14 years
old, dates to, February 11,1858. She
was blessed 18 times and at the
same time, the first miracles were
announced. Soon, the devotion to the
Holy Mary made Lourdes known
worldwide and the first pilgrimages
started to arrive. The Esplanade has been opened on the left side of
the Grotto and the little river that cuts the city of  Lourdes in two parts.
All the pilgrimages meet here and it is here that is held, every night,
the Torchlight Procession dedicated to Our Lady.  At the end of  the
Esplanade you will see the Basilica, built in the year 1876, with two
ramps that allow the pilgrims to reach the Basilica, while in the lower
floor you will find the Church of  the Rosary “du Rosaire”.  Facing the
Basilica, you will find the grotto of  Massabielle, where Bernadette had
her first vision, and to its right, its miraculous source. In a separate
building, there are three pools where the Pilgrims can bathe. Day of
devotions at the Grotto. Attend Mass, either co-celebrating or just for
your group. Dinner and accommodation at your hotel.

Day 7
Lourdes - Biarritz - Hendaya - San Sebastian - Bilbao - Santander
Please remember to have your Passport available. It might be
requested at the Border. Departure after breakfast toward Biarritz,
where we shall stop to see the place in Europe with the highest tides.
The European Surfers’ Championships
take place in this Bay. We proceed
toward Spain and will cross the
border at Hendaya. The lunch stop
will be organised in San Sebastian, a
quaint city dedicated to tourism. This
city is also the capital of  the Basque
Nation, one half  located in Spanish
territory and the other half  in French
territory.   Its name in the Basque
language is Donostia. Continuation of  your journey toward the first
major city of  Spain, Bilbao, another Basque city. Partly destroyed
during the 1936 Civil War, it has been reconstructed beginning of  the

year 1980. Its most important monument is the Guggenheim Museum.
Short panoramic tour of  the city before departing for Santander. Arrive
in the late afternoon. Dinner and accommodation at your hotel.

Day 8
Santander - Oviedo - La Coruña -  Santiago de Compostela
Early Mass, then breakfast. Meet your local guide for a tour of  the city.
Its origin dates back to the Roman times.  In the third century Saint
Emeterio and San Caledonio founded a Monastery in its vicinity.
Santander was the centre of
many battles during the
“reconquista” - the battles
against the Moors. Depart and
following the coast, with its
beautiful and savage coastline,
drive by Oviedo to see its
spectacular Cathedral, to
arrive at noontime at La
Coruña. Free time for lunch,
followed by some free time to
enjoy the particular Spanish
town with a blend of  Celtic and
Roman cultures. Depart for the
short drive to Santiago de
Compostela. Upon arrival at
the hotel, you will be met by
the local guide and proceed on tour of  this city. Final destination of  the
medieval pilgrimages, Santiago has been named after Saint James the
Elder, one of  the 12 Apostles, whose relics are venerated in the
Cathedral. There are still large numbers of  Christians that come to
Santiago walking the 170 kilometres (105 miles), which is the
traditional “Way to Compostela”. Late dinner (typically Spanish ) and
accommodation.

Day 9
Santiago de Compostela - Vigo -
Porto - Fatima
Please remember to have your
Passport available. It might be
requested at the Border. Departure

after breakfast toward Vigo, then to the border of  Tuy. Enter Portugal
by the famous farm country producing the Port Wine. We shall stop in
its major city, Porto, for lunch and time at leisure. The second largest
city of  Portugal, it offers a fair climate throughout the year. The wine
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opportunities and its Antiques shops are renowned. Meet at the end of
the day and depart for your Farewell Dinner, enriched with local food
and the entertainment of  a “Fado” singer, the famous Portuguese
music. Transfer return to the hotel. Accommodation.

Day 13
Lisbon
Please remember to have your
Passport available. Breakfast at
your hotel followed, in due time, by
the transfer departure to the
airport.  After checking the baggage
and the air tickets, GSA services are
terminated and your tour host will
bid you good-bye.

cellars are in its suburbs, Vila Nova de Gaia and Espinho. Proceed then
on the highway taking you to Fatima. You will have time to attend to
the evening Mass. Dinner and accommodation at your hotel. Between
May 13 & October 13, 1917, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared six
times to the three little shepherds: Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta. Since,
this village has become one the most
important centres of  the faith.

Day 10
Fatima
Breakfast. Meet the local guide who
will accompany you for the day to
visit the Shrines. View the movie
regarding the apparitions to the
three “pastoriños”, little shepherds.
You will have the opportunity to
attend, again, the evening Mass.
Lunch not included in our
arrangements. Dinner and accommodation at your hotel.

Day 11
Fatima - Batalha - Nazaré - Obidos - Batalha - Sintra - Lisbon
After breakfast at your hotel, depart
toward Lisbon.  On the way, visit the
four villages pertaining to the life
and the deeds of  the three little
shepherds.  We will arrive in Sintra
in the late morning, a beautiful
seaside resort.  Free time of  lunch,
not included, and some personal
venturing in this city. Depart for the
short drive to Lisbon. Check in at
your hotel. Dinner and
accommodation.

Day 12
Lisbon
Breakfast. Meet your local guide for a morning tour visiting the city.
Capital of  Portugal, since its conquest from the Moors in the year 1147.
Its oldest district is the Alfama. See the Castelo and the Mouraria. A
visit of  the Churches of  Sao Vicente de For and Santa Engracia will be
included in the tour.  The tour will end at you hotel. The afternoon is
free for your personal venturing and shopping. Lisbon has many

Fatima

Fatima

Lisbon

Lisbon



www.gsaholidays.com

HolidaysGSA

.co
m

Shrines of  Europe with Portugal, Spain, France and Italy, 
#1 - 17 days tour
Fatima, Santiago, Lourdes, Paris, Paray le Monial, Notre Dame de la Sellette, Torino,  Assisi and Rome

Tour 090 - page 1/2

G.S.A. Travel Services Srl - Via Padova, 21 - 00161 Rome - ITALY - Tel: + 39 06442.91167 - Fax: +39 06442.62630 - HelpDesk@gsaholidays.com - www.gsaholidays.com

Efficiency and tradition at your service! Travel is our business, since three generations!

d
e

s
ig

n
&

p
u

b
lis

h
in

g
 b

y
 g

rip
p

ia
s
s
o

c
ia

ti.c
o

m

Day 1
Depart on an overseas International flight, with dinner and breakfast
on board.

Day 2
Arrive Lisbon - Meet your Tour
Escort and transfer to the Hotel. In
the afternoon city tour by local
guide. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 3
Lisbon to Fatima - Breakfast at the
Hotel. Depart from Santarem
towards Fatima. Arrive for dinner and accommodation.

Day 4
Fatima to Santiago de Compostela
- Breakfast at the hotel. Please
make sure you have not packed
your Passport as it might be asked
when crossing the border to Spain.
Drive through Vigo. Arrive in the
early afternoon in Santiago de
Compostela. Check at your hotel.
Dinner and accommodation.

Day 5
Santiago to Lourdes - Breakfast at the hotel, followed by a guided tour
of  the city. Departure towards Lourdes. Please make sure you have not
packed your Passport as it might be asked when crossing the border to
France. French or Portuguese bus
terminates upon arrival in
Lourdes. Dinner at the hotel,
followed by your participation to
the Torchlight Procession at the
Esplanade. Accommodation.

Day 6
Lourdes - Breakfast at the hotel.
Attend Mass. With the assistance

of  a local Hostess, the morning
will be dedicated to the visit the
Grotto and the sites related to the
life of  Bernadette Soubirous.
Lunch at the hotel, followed by a
transfer with a local bus to the
Lourdes Rail Station. Depart
Lourdes at 02:55 p.m. on the
afternoon Bullet Train (TGV) to
Paris. Arrive at the Montparnasse
Station at 08.25 p.m. Immediate
transfer to your hotel. Dinner
upon arrival. Accommodation.

Day 7
Paris - Breakfast at the hotel. Morning departure for a full day visiting
Lisieux.  Time for Mass and lunch on your own. Depending upon timing
of  arrival and departure in Paris, either you end your day at the Hotel
or you proceed to the Hill of  Montmartre for a visit of  the Basilica of
the Sacré Coeur Before departing, visit the Butte, a small square with
local artists displaying and selling their works of  art. You might find
something that will please you. Arrive at the hotel. Dinner.
Accommodation.

Day 8
Paris - Breakfast at the Hotel.
Depart in the morning, with your
luggage and a local guide, for a
tour of  the city featuring Rue du
Bac, the Church of  Saint Vincent de
Paul, Notre Dame and, if  not
visited in the afternoon of  the
previous day, the Sacré Coeur in
Montmartre. See the outside of
the Madeleine Church, the Place
de la Concorde and drive up the
Champs Elysées, up to the Arch of  Triumph. The sightseeing will
terminate at the Paris Lyon Rail Station where you will board the Bullet
Train (TGV) departing at 03:00 p.m., and arriving at the main Rail
Station of  Lyon at 04:59 p.m.  Board your bus and immediate departure
for Paray le Monial. Visit the Shrine. Arrive at your hotel. Dinner.
Accommodation.
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Day 9
Paris le Monial - Breakfast at the Hotel. Morning Mass. Depart for Notre
Dame de la Sellette. Visit the Shrine. Proceed with your day transfer to
arrive in Gap. Dinner and accommodation in the city or a nearby
village.

Day 10
Gap - Breakfast at the Hotel. Please make sure you have not packed
your Passport as it might be asked when crossing the border to Italy.
Drive by Briançon, Sestriére, the Valley and Pass of  Susa, to arrive in
Turin. Drive by the Cathedral of  Superga. Visit of  the Basilica. Transfer
to your hotel. Dinner. Accommodation.

Day 11
Turin - Breakfast at the Hotel.
Depart for Genova, Pisa, and
Florence. Stop in Pisa for a visit on
own with your Tour Escort. Dinner
and accommodation in Montecatini
Terme.

Day 12
Florence - Breakfast at the Hotel.
Morning guided tour of  Florence.
See the Duomo, the Ponte Vecchio.
Visit the Academy of  Fine Arts
with its “David” by Michelangelo.
Afternoon at leisure in the city.
Return to Montecatini Terme for
dinner and accommodation.

Day 13
Montecatini Terme, Assisi -
Breakfast at the Hotel. Depart to
Assisi. Arrive around noontime.
Guided tour on foot. Visit the
Shrines of  St. Damiano, St. Claire
and St. Francis, including the
Porziuncola located in the Basilica
of  Santa Maria degli Angeli. The
visit of  the Shrine of  Saint Francis

will be operated with the use of  whisper-phones.  Dinner.
Accommodation.

Day 14
Assisi, Orvieto, Rome - Breakfast at the Hotel. Drive to Orvieto for a
visit on your own. Arrive Rome in the early afternoon. Time allowing,
drive to the Gianicolo Hill for a breathtaking view over the Eternal City.
Arrive at your Hotel. Check-in.  In due time, transfer to a nearby
restaurant for dinner in town. Accommodation.

Day 15
Rome - Breakfast at your hotel. Full day guided tour of  Rome including
the Vatican City, Saint Peter’s Basilica and the Tombs of  the Popes. See
the rooms decorated by Raphael and Michelangelo’s “Sistine Chapel”.
Return to the Hotel. Afternoon guided tour the Basilicas of  Saint Mary
Major, Saint John Lateran, Holy Cross in Jerusalem and Saint Paul’s
Outside the Walls. Drive by the Colosseum and the Roman Forum.
Dinner and accommodation.

Day 16
Rome - Breakfast at the Hotel. Day free at leisure. Your Tour Escort will
be at your disposal, maybe to visit the Spanish Steps and it merchant
streets of  Via del Babuino and Via Condotti. Or to Piazza Navona for an
ice cream, or the Fountain of  Trevi for the traditional throwing of  a coin
in the fountain. In the late afternoon, meeting at the Hotel for your
return transfer to a restaurant for a special Farewell Dinner, beverages
included. Bid goodbye to your Tour Escort and driver. Accommodation.

Day 17
Rome - Breakfast at your Hotel followed, in due time, by the transfer
departure to the Airport. After checking the baggage and the air tickets,
GSA services’ are terminated.
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Day 1
Depart on an overseas International flight, with dinner and breakfast
on board.

Day 2
Arrive in Lisbon. Meeting with the
Tour Escort, who will remain at the
group’s disposal for the day.
Transfer to your hotel, down town.
Distribution of  the rooms,
depending on availability at time
of  arrival.  In the afternoon
guided tour in the city.  Dinner and
accommodation.

Day 3
Continental breakfast.  Depart from Lisbon early morning to Obidos.
Guided visit of  the Shrines.  Continue to Batalha.  Time for lunch, and
visit the memorials.  Arrival in Fatima late afternoon.  Dinner and
accommodation.

Day 4
Day in Fatima.  Continental
breakfast.  Visit the Shrines; view
the movie regarding the
apparitions to the three
“pastoriños”, little shepherds.
Lunch.  The local guide will
terminate with the arrival at the
Hotel. You will have the
opportunity to attend the evening
Mass. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 5
Continental breakfast and early
departure to Oporto, for a short
visit of  this quaint little town.  Proceed to Pontevedra.  Time for lunch
and a tour of  the City. Arrive in Santiago de Compostela, for dinner and
accommodation.

Day 6
Continental breakfast. Before
departing from Santiago de
Compostela, visit its Shrine.  Lunch,
and then depart either following the
coastline, or through the rugged

Asturia Mountains to arrive in Santander for dinner and
accommodation.

Day 7
Continental breakfast.  Early departure to Bilbao, San Sebastian, cross
the border in Hendaya to arrive in Biarritz, a famous French beach
resort.  Its surf  is higher than in California.  After a stop for lunch,
proceed along the Pyrenees Mountains on to Pau, to arrive late
afternoon in Lourdes.  Dinner at your
Hotel.  Attend the Torchlight Procession.
Accommodation.

Day 8
Day in Lourdes.  Continental breakfast.
Meet with the local Hostess for a full
day walking tour of  the Shrines
pertaining the life of  Bernadette
Soubirous.  Devotions at the Grotto.
Lunch and dinner. After dinner, transfer
to the Rail Station for the night train to
Ventimiglia, at the Italian Border.

Day 9
Ventimiglia to Milan and Venice. Arrive at the Rail Station of  this
pleasant Seaside Italian resort. Meet your Italian Tour Escort. Before
departing on the Italian section of  your tour, breakfast will be provided
in one of  the local hotels. Your day transfer will take you first to Milan
for a visit of  the Theatre La Scala and the Duomo. Continue to Venice
for an arrival in time for dinner and accommodation.

Day 10
Venice. In the morning the guided tour will allow you to visit the
Basilica of  Saint Mark, the Doge's Palace and its prisons, the Piombi. In
the afternoon, with a chartered motorboat, you will visit the three
Islands of  the lagoon: Murano, famous for its beautiful blown glass,
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Torcello, an island that is a museum by itself, and Burano, with its
beautiful handmade laces and embroideries. Dinner and
accommodation at the Hotel.

Day 11
Venice to Padova and Florence.
Morning departure for the short
drive to Padova. The guided tour
will take you to the Basilica of
Saint Anthony, Patron of  Italy.
Walk along its typical streets,
along the medieval district with its
market, see its University, one of
the oldest in Italy. A visit of  the
Scrovegni Chapel with its frescoes by Giotto is on request - reservation
required. Drive along the Italian Highways to arrive in Florence in the
early afternoon.  Drive to Piazzale Michelangelo, from where you can
enjoy a view overlooking Florence with its Arno River, the Ponte Vecchio
and all the monuments and buildings that have made famous this city.
Dinner and accommodation at the Hotel.

Day 12
Florence. Full day guided tour of
the city. Visit the Convent of  San
Marco with its paintings by the
Beato Angelico, the Academy with
Michelangelo’s original statue of
David. A copy has been placed in
Piazzale Michelangelo and a
second one can be admired in
Piazza della Signoria where -  located in the Loggia dei Lanzi - you will
be able to see and admire the statue of  Perseo and the Medusa, a
masterpiece by Benvenuto Cellini. Dinner and accommodation at your
Hotel.

Day 13
Carrara, Lucca and Pisa. Full day excursion with local guides to the
marble caves of  Carrara, to see how the big slabs and stones are cut
nowadays. Then on to Lucca, with its medieval walls designed by
Leonardo da Vinci. Walk with your guide within the walls of  this ancient
town. In the afternoon you shall visit the city of  Pisa, with its Leaning
Tower, the Baptistery and its striking Duomo. Return to Florence for
dinner and accommodation.

Day 14
Florence to San Gimignano, Siena and Rome. Morning departure for a
short drive to the village of  San Gimignano, famous for its medieval
towers, of  which 17 still existing. After a walk along its walls, continue
to Siena. The guided tour will take you along the World’s oldest bank,
“Monte dei Paschi in Siena”, the narrow streets, the beautiful Church of
San Domenico, to arrive at the Piazza del Campo. The Palazzo della
Signoria dominates one side of  the Square, surrounded by buildings
dating back to the 13th and 14th Century. After some free time to enjoy
this city, we depart to Rome, to arrive at the Hotel for dinner and
accommodation.

Day 15
Rome. Full day tour of  the Capital of  Italy. Because of  the actual
regulations limiting the circulation of  the private buses, the sightseeing
will be operated with a combination of  private bus, public
transportation and a little walking. The program of  the day will cover
the Imperial City, with the Forum, the Colosseum and the Capitol Hill,
while in the afternoon we shall visit Piazza di Spagna, Saint Peter in
Chains and the Basilica of  St. Mary Major. Dinner and accommodation
at the Hotel.

Day 16
Rome. In the morning we will
visit the City of  the Vatican, a
State within a State. The visit
includes the Basilica of  Saint
Peter, its Catacombs with the
Tombs of  the Popes, and
Michelangelo’s “Sistine Chapel”.
The afternoon tour will include
the Basilicas of  Saint John in
Lateran and Saint Paul’s Outside the Walls, and one of  the Catacombs.
A Farewell Dinner will be arranged either in town or in a typical
Trattoria in Grottaferrata, in the hills north of  Rome. Accommodation.

Day 17
Rome. Breakfast and, in due time, transfer to the Airport for your
onward going voyage. Your Hostess bids you “good-bye” after having
checked your luggage and tickets.
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Day 1
Depart on an overseas International flight, with dinner and breakfast
on board.

Day 2
Arrive in Lisbon. Meeting with the Tour Escort, who will remain at the
group’s disposal for the day. Transfer to your hotel, down town.
Distribution of  the rooms, depending on availability at time of  arrival.
In the afternoon guided tour in the city.  Dinner and accommodation.

Day 3
Continental breakfast.  Depart from Lisbon early morning to Obidos.
Guided visit of  the Shrines.  Continue to Batalha.  Time for lunch, and
visit the memorials.  Arrival in Fatima late afternoon.  Dinner and
accommodation.

Day 4
Day in Fatima.  Continental
breakfast.  Visit the Shrines; view
the movie regarding the
apparitions to the three
“pastoriños”, little shepherds.
Lunch.  The local guide will
terminate with the arrival at the
Hotel. You will have the
opportunity to attend the evening
Mass. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 5
Continental breakfast and early departure to Oporto, for a short visit
of  this quaint little town.  Proceed to Pontevedra.  Time for lunch and a
tour of  the City. Arrive in Santiago de Compostela, for dinner and
accommodation.

Day 6
Continental breakfast. Before departing from Santiago de Compostela,
visit its Shrine.  Lunch, and then depart either following the coastline,
or through the rugged Asturia Mountains to arrive in Santander for
dinner and accommodation.

Day 7
Continental breakfast.  Early departure to Bilbao, San Sebastian, cross
the border in Hendaya to arrive in Biarritz, a famous French beach
resort.  Its surf  is higher than in
California.  After a stop for lunch,
proceed along the Pyrenees
Mountains onto Pau, to arrive late
afternoon in Lourdes.  Dinner at
your Hotel.  Attend the Torchlight
Procession. Accommodation.

Day 8
Day in Lourdes.  Continental breakfast.  Meet with the local Hostess for
a full day walking tour of  the Shrines pertaining the life of  Bernadette
Soubirous.  Devotions at the Grotto.  Lunch, dinner and accommodation.

Day 9
Continental breakfast. Full day travel by private motorcoach from
Lourdes to Nice.  Dinner and accommodation in this quaint city on the
French Riviera.

Day 10
Cross the border to Ventimiglia, in Italy, and drive to Milan and Venice.
Your day transfer will take you first to Milan, for a visit of  the Theatre
La Scala and the Duomo. Continue to Venice for an arrival in time for
dinner and accommodation.

Day 11
Venice. In the morning the guided tour will allow you to visit the
Basilica of  Saint Mark, the Doge's Palace and its prisons, the Piombi. In
the afternoon, with a chartered motorboat, you will visit the three
Islands of  the lagoon: Murano, famous for its beautiful glass, Torcello,
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an island that is a museum by
itself, and Burano, with its
beautiful handmade laces and
embroideries. Dinner and
accommodation at the Hotel.

Day 12
Venice to Padova and Florence.
Morning departure for the short
drive to Padova. The guided tour will take you to the Basilica of  Saint
Anthony, Patron of  Italy. Walk along its typical streets, along the
medieval district with its market, see its University, one of  the oldest in
Italy. A visit of  the Scrovegni Chapel with its frescoes by Giotto is on
request - reservation required. Drive along the Italian Highways to
arrive in Florence in the early afternoon.  Drive to Piazzale
Michelangelo, from where you can enjoy a view overlooking Florence
with its Arno River, the Ponte Vecchio and all the monuments and
buildings that have made famous this city. Dinner and accommodation
at the Hotel.

Day 13
Florence. Full day guided tour of
the city. Visit the Convent of  San
Marco with its paintings by the
Beato Angelico, the Academy with
Michelangelo’s original statue of
David. A copy has been placed in
Piazzale Michelangelo and a
second one can be admired in
Piazza della Signoria where -  located in the Loggia dei Lanzi - you will
be able to see and admire the statue of  Perseo and the Medusa, a
masterpiece by Benvenuto Cellini. Dinner and accommodation at your
Hotel.

Day 14
Carrara, Lucca and Pisa. Full day excursion with local guides to the
marble caves of  Carrara, to see how the big slabs and stones are cut
nowadays. Then on to Lucca, with its medieval walls designed by
Leonardo da Vinci. Walk with your guide within the walls of  this ancient
town. In the afternoon you shall visit the city of  Pisa, with its Leaning
Tower, the Baptistery and its striking Duomo. Return to Florence for
dinner and accommodation.

Day 15
Florence to San Gimignano, Siena and Rome. Morning departure for a
short drive to the village of  San Gimignano, famous for its medieval
towers, of  which 17 still existing. After a walk along its walls, continue
to Siena. The guided tour will take you along the World’s oldest bank,
“Monte dei Paschi in Siena”, the narrow streets, the beautiful Church of
San Domenico, to arrive at the Piazza del Campo. The Palazzo della
Signoria dominates one side of  the Square, surrounded by buildings
dating back to the 13th and 14th Century. After some free time to enjoy
this city, we depart to Rome, to arrive at the Hotel for dinner and
accommodation.

Day 16
Rome. Full day tour of  the
Capital of  Italy. Because of  the
actual regulations limiting the
circulation of  the private buses,
the sightseeing will be operated
with a combination of  private
bus, public transportation and a

little walking. The program of  the day will cover the Imperial City, with
the Forum, the Colosseum and the Capitol Hill, while in the afternoon
we shall visit Piazza di Spagna, Saint Peter in Chains and the Basilica of
St. Mary Major. Dinner and accommodation at the Hotel.

Day 17
Rome. In the morning we will
visit the City of  the Vatican, a
State within a State. The visit
includes the Basilica of  Saint
Peter, its Catacombs with the
Tombs of  the Popes, and
Michelangelo’s “Sistine Chapel”.
The afternoon tour will include the Basilicas of  Saint John in Lateran
and Saint Paul’s Outside the Walls, and one of  the Catacombs. A
Farewell Dinner will be arranged either in town or in a typical Trattoria
in Grottaferrata, in the hills north of  Rome. Accommodation.

Day 18
Rome. Breakfast and, in due time, transfer to the Airport for your
onward going voyage. Your Hostess bids you “good-bye”after having
checked your luggage and tickets.
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Day 1
Depart on an overnight overseas flight with dinner and breakfast on
board.

Day 2
Paris - Meeting on arrival by your local tour escort and immediate
transfer to your hotel. After having registered at the hotel, depart for
your first guided tour of  the city. This will include a visit of  Notre Dame,
the gothic Cathedral of  Paris and the Sacré Cœur Basilica on top of  the
Butte de Montmartre, overlooking the entire city. Return to the hotel for
your dinner and overnight.

Day 3
Paris - Breakfast at your hotel.
Your morning-guided tour will
take you to the Shrine of  the
Miraculous Medal at Rue du Bac.
Visit the Church of  Saint Vincent
de Paul in Rue de Sevres, just two
blocks away. Your tour of  the “City
of  Lights” will also include a drive
through one of  the most beautiful
squares of  this city, Place de la Concorde, up to the Champs Elysées and
around the Étoile with its overwhelming Arch of  Triumph, quoted by
Victor Hugo,  “a mountain of  stones for a mountain of  glory”. Drive
along the quays of  the Seine to see the Rue de Rivoli, the Louvre, and
the ancient King’s Palace, rue de la Paix with its glittering stores and
the Opera Square. Lunch not included during your day’s program.
Return to the hotel for dinner and accommodation.

Day 4
Paris, Chartres, Orleans, Limoges,
Rocamadour - Breakfast and
morning departure toward
Chartres. You will visit one of  the
most beautiful cathedrals of
France, after Notre Dame of  Paris.
Its stained glass windows are
some of  the most beautiful
created during the medieval
times. Drive along to Orleans and Château roux to arrive at Limoges.
Lunch break in this quaint city of  central France. If  time allows, visit a

store specialized in porcelains, which take its name from this city.
Continue on your journey to arrive late afternoon in Rocamadour. The
Shrine of  this city is dedicated to Hermit Amadour, whose body was
discovered here in the year 1166. This Pilgrimage site dates back 900
years. A remarkable site is the statue of  the Black Madonna. The
Miraculous Bell is worshipped in this village. Dinner and
accommodation at your hotel.

Day 5
Rocamadour, Toulouse, Lourdes - Morning devotions in Rocamadour.
Using the lift, or the staircase with its 216 steps, proceed to the
religious city, with its Scala Sancta.
Visit the church of  Saint Sauveur
dating back to the 13th Century,
with the Crypt of  Saint Amadour.
A little further, there is the
Miraculous Chapel of  Notre Dame
de Roc Amadour dating the year
1749. It contains a 12th Century
wooden statue of  the Holy Mary.
Visit the Castle, built on top of  the
cliff, overlooking the entire valley.
Depart toward Toulouse. For an
arrival early afternoon in Lourdes.
Check in at your hotel. Dinner and accommodation. After dinner, short
walk to the ground of  the Sanctuary to participate to the Torch Light
Procession. First devotions at the Grotto Accommodation.

Day 6
Lourdes - The first apparition to Bernadette Soubirous, at that time only
14 years old, dates to, February 11th1858. She was blessed 18 times
and at the same time, the first miracles were announced. Soon, the

devotion to the Holy Mary made
Lourdes known worldwide and
the first pilgrimages started to
arrive. The Esplanade has been
opened on the left side of  the
Grotto and the little river that
cuts the city of  Lourdes in two
parts. All the pilgrimages meet
here and it is here that is held,

every night, the Torch-Light Procession dedicated to Our Lady.  At the
end of  the Esplanade you will see the Basilica, built in the year 1876,
with two ramps that allow the pilgrims to reach the Basilica, while in
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the lower floor you will find the Church of  the Rosary “du Rosaire”.
Facing the Basilica, you will find the grotto of  Massabielle, where
Bernadette had her first vision, and to its right, its miraculous source.
In a separate building, there are three pools where the Pilgrims can
bathe. Day of  devotions at the Grotto. Attend Mass, either
concelebrating or just for your group. Dinner and accommodation at
your hotel.

Day 7
Lourdes, Avignon, Ars - Early
departure after breakfast. Drive
by Toulouse, Carcassonne, with its
walled fortress, Nîmes, with its
Arena dating back to the roman
times, and Avignon. This quaint
city has been for a period the City
of  the Popes, when they were
forced to abandon Rome and live
in France under the rules of  the
French Kings. At that time France was just a geographical expression,
not a State.   If  there is sufficient time, we shall drive by the Pope’s
Residence, the Cathedral of  Avignon, Notre Dame des Doms, dating
back to the 12th Century, and the famous Church of  Saint Peter, built in
the flaming gothic style in 1512, and its gates added in the 1551.
Departing Avignon, we shall take the French Highway leading to Lyon.
Just thereafter we deviate on to a farm & country small road to arrive,
late afternoon, in ARS-SUR-FORMANS, a tiny hamlet.   Arrive at your
hotel in Ars or any village in its immediate vicinity. Get installed.
Dinner and accommodation. Please note that by comparison to the
other hotels used for this tour, the accommodation for this night will be
of  a simpler level.

Day 8
Ars, Paray le Monial, Nevers - After breakfast, we shall visit the house
of  Saint Jean-Baptiste-Marie Vianney, the “Le Curé D’Ars”. Born in the
hamlet of  Dartilly on May 8th 1796,
he died in Ars on August 4th, 1859.  A
priest since 1815, he was sent to Ars
in 1818 and spent his entire life
helping the poor.  His simple ways and
simple talks conquered everyone. As
per 1847 the village was already a
site for many pilgrimages from all
over Europe. His Beatification was

celebrated on January 8th  1905 and in the year 1925 he was
Canonized. Drive toward Paray le Monial. A monk, Hugh of  Semur, in
the year A. D. 970, constructed here a famous Monastery. Between
1673 and 1675 a young nun, Sister Margaret-Ann, was blessed by the
vision of  the Sacred Heart. Continue on your day’s program and arrive
in Nevers in the late afternoon.  Dinner and accommodation at the
Hotel.

Day 9
Nevers, Lisieux, Dreux, Paris -
Bernadette Soubirous joined the
Sisters of  Charity in Nevers, where
she lived for the remaining 13
years of  her short life. She died in
the Convent of  St. Gilard on April
1879, aged only 35. Her body was
discovered intact in 1909. During
the year 1925 she was placed to
rest in a Shrine in the Chapel of
Saint Gilard, where she still lies to
the present days.  In December
1933, Bernadette was canonized
Saint. Depart for the last Shrine of
this journey, Lisieux.  In its
Basilica rests Saint Theresa « The
Little Flower » canonized May
1925. The pilgrims visiting this
white Basilica come from all over the world. Time for Devotions and
Mass. On your way back to Paris, you will be driving by the city of
Evreux, to stop and visit Notre Dame Cathedral, dating to the 12th
century. Upon arrival in Paris, check in at your hotel. Dinner and
accommodation.

Day 10
Paris - Breakfast and transfer to the Airport of  Roissy. Registration of
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