




www.gsaholidays.com

G.S.A. Travel Services Srl - Via Padova, 21 - 00161 Rome - ITALY - Tel: + 39 06442.91167 - Fax: +39 06442.62630 - HelpDesk@gsaholidays.com - www.gsaholidays.com

Efficiency and tradition at your service! Travel is our business, since three generations!

d
e

s
ig

n
&

p
u

b
lis

h
in

g
 b

y
 g

rip
p

ia
s
s
o

c
ia

ti.c
o

m

Day 6
Montecatini, San Gimignano, Siena, Assisi -  Breakfast and
departure. After a short drive on the Autostrada, you will continue your
day’s travel visiting the Tuscany Hills with its specific colour, which is
known to painters as “Terra di Siena”. The first visit of  this day will be
of the Medieval fortress of
San Gimignano. Its walls
were defended by 70 towers,
of  which 14 can still be seen
today. Walk along the tiny
village streets and enjoy its
peculiar flavour of  the
bygone days. Continue to
Siena for a walking tour of
this Medieval city, including
the Church of  San Domenico
with the banners used
during the Palio races, and
the Piazza del Campo. Depart again, to reach in the mid afternoon,
Assisi.  Enjoy the visit of  this Medieval town, visiting the Churches of
San Damiano, Santa Chiara, and the Basilica of  San Francesco,
constructed on two levels. The Tomb of  Saint Francis is located in the
Crypt, on the third underground level. Check at your hotel for dinner and
accommodation.

Day 7
Assisi, Orvieto, Rome -  Breakfast. Depart Assisi with a stop on route
to visit the village of  Santa Maria degli Angeli. This Basilica has been
built above the tiny chapel
of  the “Porziuncola”, the
small Chapel where Saint
Francis used to pray. Visit
the Garden of  the Roses.
Drive on to Orvieto to visit
this old town, with its
beautiful Duomo covered
with marble slabs of  all
colours.  Continue on your
way to Rome, arriving in the
very early afternoon. After
having registered at your hotel, enjoy a first tour of  the city. Dinner in a
local restaurant near the hotel. Accommodation.

Day 8
Rome -  Breakfast. Your morning-guided tour will include the St. Peter’s
Basilica, the Tombs of  the Popes and the Vatican Museum with the
Sistine Chapel, entrance fee included. The afternoon is free. Dinner near
the hotel and accommodation.

Day 9
Rome, Montecassino,
Pompeii, Sorrento, Rome -
Breakfast. Depart South with your
motorcoach. Stop in Cassino and
visit the Abbey of  Montecassino.
Proceed to Pompeii where, around
noon the local guide will meet
you. Complete visit of  the
Excavations, entrance fee
included. Drive on to Sorrento, for
a walking tour of  this town.  In
due time, departure for your
journey back to Rome.
In the evening, transfer to a typical roman trattoria for a flavoured
Farewell Dinner. Return transfer to the hotel.  Accommodation.

Day 10
Rome -  Breakfast.  In due time (three hours prior flight time) transfer
departure with a local hostess to the Airport of  Rome, Leonardo da Vinci.
After the registration of  the luggage and tickets, once the boarding
passes are provided to the group, our arrangements will terminate.
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Day 1
Depart on an overnight flight with dinner and breakfast on board of  the
aircraft.

Day 2
Milan, Venice -  Arrive at the International Airport of  Milan-Malpensa
and immediate transfer to down town for a panoramic tour of  this
business Capital of  Italy. See the Theatre of  La Scala, the beautiful
Duomo, the famous shopping gallery named after King Vittorio
Emanuel II. Enjoy a
cappuccino in one of  its
side- walk cafés. At given
time, depart toward Venice.
Drive on the long bridge
linking this city to the
mainland and arrive at the
Tronchetto, a man made
island where the Bus will be
loaded on the ferry. Short cruise along the Bay of  Venice, to arrive at
your hotel on the Lido di Venezia. Distribution of  the rooms; baggage
handling by the hotel. In due time you will meet again a Venetian
hostess for a transfer in Vaporetto, the Water Bus of  Venice, to the Saint
Mark’s Square. Enjoy your Welcome Dinner in one of  the little
restaurants behind the Doge’s Palace. After dinner, always escorted by
your local hostess, walk in St. Mark’s Square to enjoy the evening
atmosphere. Why not have a warm chocolate, at the Café Florian, one
of  the oldest Cafés in Europe, dating back to the times of  the French
Revolution? Always using your Pass, transfer back to the Lido of  Venice,
with the traditional Vaporetto. Short walk to your hotel.
Accommodation.

Day 3
Venice -  Breakfast – Full
day in Venice. In the
morning transfer by
Vaporetto to Saint Mark’s
Square, where you will
meet your local guide.
Walking tour including St.
Mark’s Square, the Basilica
and, with a supplement, the
visit of  the Doge’s Palace
and its prisons, the “Piombi”, so called because of  its lead roof.  Time

free. In the afternoon, with the assistance of  the local hostess and
always travelling with the local Vaporetto, cruise the Bay of  Venice,
visiting the three major islands. Torcello, with its Medieval ruins, the
Cloister dating from the foundation of  Venice, its Devil’s Bridge. Visit
the church of  Santa Fosca and its mosaics. Burano, a lively fishermen’s
village, known for its famous hand made laces. And, of  course, Murano,
where glass is still blown into all shapes and colours, following a
thousand years old tradition and art. Return to the hotel, for dinner at
the hotel or a nearby restaurant. Accommodation.

Day 4
Venice, Florence, Montecatini Terme - Board your Bus and depart
for the Ferry Station in
Lido of  Venice. Transfer to
the mainland and depart
immediately for a direct
transfer to Florence. Upon
arrival, visit the Ponte
Vecchio, and the open air
Straw Market. See the
Palazzo della Signoria and
its Loggia with so many
beautiful statues. The
Duomo, the Baptistery and its colourful Bell Tower, covered by
polychrome marble slabs. After some free time, continue for your day’s
transfer to Montecatini Terme, a quaint little town on the Tuscany Hills,
some 20 miles outside Florence. Arrive at your hotel and check-in.
Dinner and accommodation.

Day 5
Montecatini Terme,
Florence, Pisa,
Montecatini Terme -
Breakfast. Continue on your
tour of  Florence with a local
guide. The highlight of  the
tour will be a visit of  the
Academy, where you will be
able to admire Michelangelo’s masterpiece “David”. You day’s program
will continue with a transfer to Pisa.  Walk to the Piazza dei Miracoli for
a visit of  the Duomo and the Baptistery. If  you wish, you can walk to
the top of  the Leaning Tower, now open again to the public. The ticket
must be purchased locally. Return to Montecatini for your dinner and
accommodation.

Venice
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Day 6
Montecatini, San Gimignano, Siena, Assisi -  Breakfast and
departure. After a short drive on the Autostrada, you will continue your
day’s travel visiting the Tuscany Hills with its specific colour, which is
known to painters as “Terra di Siena”. The first visit of  this day will be
of  the Medieval fortress of
San Gimignano. Its walls
were defended by 70
towers, of  which 14 can still
be seen today. Walk along
the tiny village streets and
enjoy its peculiar flavour of
the bygone days. Continue
to Siena for a walking tour
of  this Medieval city,
including the Church of  San
Domenico with the banners
used during the Palio races,
and the Piazza del Campo. Depart again, to reach in the mid afternoon,
Assisi.  Enjoy the visit of  this Medieval town, visiting the Churches of
San Damiano, Santa Chiara, and the Basilica of  San Francesco,
constructed on two levels. The Tomb of  Saint Francis is located in the
Crypt, on the third underground level. Check at your hotel for dinner
and accommodation.

Day 7
Assisi, Orvieto, Rome -  Breakfast. Depart Assisi with a stop on
route to visit the village of  Santa Maria degli Angeli. This Basilica has
been built above the tiny
chapel of  the “Porziuncola”,
the small Chapel where
Saint Francis used to pray.
Visit the Garden of  the
Roses.  Drive on to Orvieto
to visit this old town, with
its beautiful Duomo covered
with marble slabs of  all
colours.  Continue on your
way to Rome, arriving in the
very early afternoon. After
having registered at your hotel, enjoy a first tour of  the city. Dinner in
a local restaurant near the hotel. Accommodation.

Day 8
Rome -  Breakfast at the Hotel and departure for a guided tour of  the
VATICAN CITY. Piazzale Flaminio; the Gate of  Piazza del Popolo; Via
Cola di Rienzo with its numerous shops; the Walls and Vatican Gate; the
Vatican Museums (entrance free in supplement). The visit includes the
Spiral Staircase; the Gallery of  Tapestries; the Gallery of  the
Geographical Maps; the Rooms of  Rafael and the Sistine Chapel with
the marvellous frescoes of  Michelangelo; the Gallery of  Modern
Religious Art and the Apostolic
Library.  After a lunch break, not
included, continue on your day’s
program visiting the IMPERIAL
ROME: the Trajan Markets; Venice
Square with the Monument of
Vittorio Emanuel II and the Tomb
of  the Unknown Soldier, the
Imperials Forum Avenue and the
geographic maps of  the Roman
Empire; panoramic view of  the
Roman Forum, and climbing to
the Capitoline, one can admire
the famous Square designed by
Michelangelo; visit the inside of  the Colosseum; walk by the Arc of
Constantine; drive by the Circus Maximus. Return to your hotel for
dinner and accommodation.

Day 9
Rome -  Breakfast. Day free of  arrangements. 
In the evening, transfer to a typical roman trattoria for a flavoured
Farewell Dinner. Return transfer to the hotel.  Accommodation.

Day 10
Rome -  Breakfast.  In due time (three hours prior flight time) transfer
departure with a local hostess to the Airport of  Rome, Leonardo da
Vinci. After the registration of  the luggage and tickets, once the
boarding passes are provided to the group, our arrangements will
terminate.
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Day 1
Depart on an overnight flight with dinner and breakfast on board of  the
aircraft.

Day 2
Rome -  Meeting on arrival and transfer from the Leonardo da Vinci
Airport of  Rome to your hotel. Check in operations, and the delivery of
your luggage at your rooms. Time to freshen up and for a light lunch,
not included. Depart for a
first guided tour of
Christian Rome with the
Basilica of  Saint Mary
Major, Via Merulana, and
the Basilica of  Saint John in
Lateran and its Holy Stairs.
Through the Saint Sebastian
Gates, to the Old Appian
Way. See the Chapel of  « Domine Quo Vadis », the Circus Maximus.
Drive by the Tomb of  Cecilia Metella, the Tomb of  Romulus and the
Baths of  Caracalla. Welcome Dinner either at your hotel or at an
outside Restaurant. Accommodation at your hotel.

Day 3
Rome and the Vatican City -  Breakfast at the Hotel and departure
for a guided tour of  the VATICAN CITY. Piazzale Flaminio; the Gate of
Piazza del Popolo; Via Cola di Rienzo with its numerous shops; the
Walls and Vatican Gate; the Vatican Museums (entrance free in
supplement). The visit includes the Spiral Staircase; the Gallery of
Tapestries; the Gallery of  the Geographical Maps; the Raphael’s rooms
and the Sistine Chapel with the marvellous frescoes of  Michelangelo;
the Gallery of  Modern Religious Art and the Apostolic Library.  After a
lunch break, not included, continue on your day’s program visiting the
IMPERIAL ROME: the Trajan
Markets; Venice Square with
the Monument of  Vittorio
Emanuel II and the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier, the
Imperial Forum Avenue and
the geographic maps of  the
Roman Empire; panoramic
view of  the Roman Forum:
Climbing to the Capitoline,
one can admire the famous Square designed by Michelangelo; visit the

inside of  the Colosseum (supplement); walk by the Arc of  Constantine;
drive by the Circus Maximus. Return to your hotel for dinner and
accommodation.

Day 4
Rome, Montecassino, Pompeii, Sorrento, Rome - Breakfast.
Depart with your motorcoach towards south. Stop in Cassino and visit
the Abbey of  Montecassino.
Proceed to Pompeii and
time free for lunch, not
included. At 01.30 p.m. you
will be met by the local
guide. Complete visit of  the
excavations, entrance fee
included. The duration of
the visit is of  about two
hours.  Drive on to Sorrento,
for a walking tour of  this
village. In due time, departure for your journey back to Rome. Upon
arrival, dinner and accommodation.

Day 5
Rome, Siena, San Gimignano, Florence -  Breakfast and departure.
After a short drive on the Autostrada, you will continue your day’s
travel visiting the Tuscany Hills with its specific colour, which is known,
to painters as “Terra di Siena”. The first visit of  this day will be to
Siena. Walking guided tour of  this Medieval city, including the Church of
San Domenico with the banners used during the Palio races, and the
Piazza del Campo. Visit the
Duomo, with its glittering
white marbles and colourful
floors. Time free for lunch,
not included. Proceed then
to the Medieval fortress of
San Gimignano for a visit
on own. Its walls were
defended by 70 towers, of
which 14 can still be seen
today. Walk along the tiny
village streets and enjoy its peculiar flavour of  the bygone days.
Depart again to reach Florence in the late afternoon. Check in at your
hotel, followed by dinner, a nice typical Tuscan trattoria.Vatican City - Spiral Staircase

Pompeii

Florence

Rome -  Baths of  Caracalla
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Day 6
Florence -  Breakfast. Meet your local guide for a full day walking tour
of  Florence. You will enjoy the visit the Ponte Vecchio, and the open air
Straw market. See the
Palazzo della Signoria and
its Loggia with so many
beautiful statues. The
Duomo, the Baptistery and
its colourful Bell Tower,
covered by polychrome
marble slabs. Time free for
lunch, not included. In the
early afternoon continue
your tour of  Florence, with
the highlight of  the day, the Academy where you will be able to admire
Michelangelo’s masterpiece “David”.  Return to your hotel. Dinner.
Accommodation.

Day 7
Florence, Pisa, Venice -  Your day’s program will start with a
morning transfer to Pisa.  Walk to the Piazza dei Miracoli where a local
guide will meet you. The visit will include the inside of  the Duomo and
the Baptistery. If  you wish, you can walk to the top of  the Leaning
Tower, now open again to the public. The ticket must be purchased
locally. Time free for lunch, not included and depart toward Venice. On
the way, you will top in Padova. Famous for its University, its historic
monument regarding the uprising of  the Venetians against the Austrian
rule, and its Basilica dedicated to Saint Anthony, the most beloved Saint
in Italy together with Saint Francis. If  time allows, visit the Scrovegni
Chapel on own with Giotto’s beautiful painting dating back to the 13th
century. Continue on your day’s transfer to arrive at Lido di Jesolo, on
the mainland just behind Venice. Distribution of  the rooms and the
luggage. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 8
Lido di Jesolo, Venice, Lido di Jesolo -  Breakfast. Meet the local
hostess that will remain at disposal for the entire day.  Morning
transfer with your bus to the Pier at Punta Sabbioni and depart on the
three island tour, by private motorboat. Cruise along the Bay of  Venice,
visiting its the three major islands. Torcello, with its medieval ruins, the
Cloister dating from the foundation of  Venice, its Devil’s Bridge. Visit
the church of  Santa Fosca and its mosaics. Burano, a lively fishermen’s
village, known for its famous hand made laces. And, of  course, Murano,

where glass is still blown into all shapes and colours, following a
thousand year old tradition and art. The duration of  this tour is of
about 4 hours, and it will end in near the Piazza San Marco. Time free
for lunch, not included. Early afternoon you will meet a local guide for
a walking tour of  the centre of  Venice, including St. Mark’s Square, the
Basilica, and the Doge’s Palace, and its prisons, the “Piombi”; so called
because of  its lead roof. Balance of  the afternoon free. Your local
hostess will escort you along the small streets and bridges of  this
fascinating city, showing you some of  its sights never admired by a
tourist always short of  time. May be
you would enjoy a hot chocolate at the
Café Florian, Piazza San Marco. This
coffee house was favoured by
Napoleon and its decoration dates
back to his times, the beginning of  the
18th Century. To complete your
flavouring of  this city, your dinner will
be planned and reserved in one of  the
trattoria behind the Basilica. At about
09:00 pm, transfer by private boat and
Bus, to your hotel. Accommodation.

Day 9
Venice, Milan -  Breakfast at your hotel and departure. The final
program of  to day will be known once the Museum of  Santa Maria delle
Grazie has confirmed the time of  the day your group shall be allowed
to enter. Security and a careful control of  the humidity lead to a limited
daily number of  visitors. No more than 20, each 15 minutes.
Consequently our departure from the hotel will be in function of  these
timings.
Depending upon the confirmed time, the guided tour of  Milan, with the
La Scala, the Duomo and its glittering golden Madonna, the Shopping
Gallery dedicated to King Vittorio Emanuelle II, will be planned either
before or after the visit of  the Last Supper.  Time free for a last minute
shopping at the Gallery and its neighbouring stores. Arrive at your
hotel, for dinner and accommodation.

Day 10
Milan - Departure -  Breakfast.  In due time (three hours prior flight
time) transfer departure with a local hostess, to the Airport of  Milan-
Malpensa.  After the registration of  the luggage and tickets, once the
local hostess to the group has distributed the boarding passes, our
arrangements have terminated.
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Day 1
Depart on an overseas overnight flight, with dinner and breakfast on
board.

Day 2
Arrive Milan -  Meeting with the Italian Tour Escort – Baggage
handling – Transfer to Stresa on the Lake Maggiore.  Remainder of  day
at leisure.   Eventually, as the bus is at disposal, side trip to the little
Lake of  Orta and the Isle of  San Giulio.  The boat tickets are included in
our arrangements. Welcome Drink at the hotel.
Dinner and accommodation at Hotel.

Day 3
Stresa -  Breakfast – Full day tour of  the 3 Islands,
Isola Bella and Isola Madre with their botanic
gardens, the pavilion and the main palace owed by
the Borromée family, plus the Isola dei Pescatori.
Lunch with lakes specialties at typical restaurant on
the Isola Madre. The transport between each island is
provided by small motor launches, housing no more
then 15 to 20 persons. Return in the afternoon to
Stresa for some free time along the lakeshore. Dinner
and accommodation at the hotel.

Day 4
Stresa - Breakfast  – Depart toward Desenzano, on the Lake of  Garda.
Time free to visit on own the grotto of  Catullo, dating back to Roman
times, on the peninsula of  Sirmione. Time free for lunch. Depart to
Venice, and arrival in the early afternoon.  After the check in operation
at the Hotel, in the later afternoon transfer to St. Mark’s Square by
Vaporetto, the public transportation of  Venice.  You will enjoy the
baroque atmosphere of  the heart of  Venice, sipping a glass of
“prosecco”, an Italian white sparkling wine, in the “Café Florian”, the
oldest in Venice. It was Napoleon’s favourite. Continue to a typical
restaurant for a gourmet dinner, with local fish specialties. Return to the
Hotel.

Day 5
Venice -  Breakfast – Full day in Venice. In the morning guided tour the
Saint Mark’s Square, the Basilica, the Doge’s Palace and its prisons, the
“Piombi”, so called because of  its lead roof. Time free. Eventually a visit

to a Venetian glass store can be organized.  See how the glass is blown
into various shapes, forms and colours.  Lunch on own. In the afternoon,
with a private motor launch, tour of  the two major islands behind
Venice. Torcello, with its medieval ruins, the Cloister dating from the
foundation of  Venice, its Devil’s Bridge. Burano, a lively fishermen’s
village, known for its famous hand made laces. Return to the hotel, for
dinner and accommodation. Eventually, dinner could be substituted with
lunch in Venice, or in Burano.

Day 6
Venice -  Breakfast – Depart to Padova for a guided
tour of  the city, visiting the Basilica of  Saint Anthony,
the “Scovegni” Chapel with Giotto’s paintings, the
covered market, and the University, the oldest in
Europe. Time free for lunch, not included. Drive on
toward Florence, for a later afternoon arrival your
Hotel.   Dinner on this evening at local restaurant,
savouring the specialities of  the Tuscan Hills.
Accommodation.

Day 7
Florence -  Breakfast – Full day guided tour,
including the Gallery of  the Uffizi, the Academy (with
it’s original statue of  Michelangelo’s “David”) and the
convent of  San Marco, where you will be able to
enjoy the marvellous frescoes by the Beato Angelico.
Visit the Church of  Santa Croce, with the tombs of  the

greatest Italian poets. Time free for lunch. At the end of  your day. Drive
to the Piazzale Michelangelo for a view over the river Arno, the Ponte
Vecchio and the Palazzo della Signoria.  Dinner at the hotel.
Accommodation.

Day 8
Florence -  Breakfast – Depart to San Gimignano for a guided visit of
this medieval town, famous for its towers. Proceed to Siena. Time free
for lunch, near the Piazza del Campo. Meet your local guide for a
walking tour of  this beautiful Medieval city. It is in Siena that over 600
years ago the first Bank was founded: Monte dei Paschi di Siena. Late
afternoon departure for Rome. Arrival in time for dinner at your hotel.
Accommodation.

Florence
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Day 9
Rome -  Breakfast  – Full day guided tour of  Rome, part walking and
part on by motorcoach.  You will enjoy the sights of  the ancient Rome,
such as the Forums and the Colosseum, entrance fees included, the
Rome of  the Popes, with the Basilicas of  Saint Mary Major, Saint John
Lateran, the Pantheon and the world famous Spanish
Steps, the Piazza di Spagna. Lunch not included. Late
afternoon, after time to refresh, transfer to local
restaurant for a typical Roman dinner.  Return to the
hotel. Accommodation.

Day 10
Rome -  Breakfast  – Morning transfer to the Vatican
Museums. Guided visit of  its Library, paintings and the rooms of
Raphael, one of  the world’s greatest painters.  Visit Michelangelo’s
breathtaking Sistine Chapel.  Your visit will terminate with the inside of
the Saint Peter’s Basilica, with a visit to its underground level with the
Tomb of  Saint Peter and the Popes. Time free for lunch, not included.
Your trip in the past of  Rome is not complete without a visit of  one of  its
Catacombs, refuge of  slaves, church of  the early Christians, secret tombs
of their martyrs. Then on to Tivoli to visit the most beautiful gardens
with its 101 fountains, the Villa of  Cardinal d’Este.  We remain in the
countryside of  Rome, for a rustic dinner at a local restaurant
Grottaferrata. Return to the hotel for accommodation.

Day 11
Rome -  Breakfast  – Depart in the morning
towards south. You will stop and visit, with a local
guide, the battlefields of  Montecassino and its
reconstructed Abbey. Drive on to Pompeii. For
practical reasons, a light lunch is included in
Pompeii.  Meet your local guide and visit the
excavations of  this interesting Roman city were
the wealthy citizens of  Rome spent their Summers.
You will walk along its Forum, the public baths, the
villas, the market and streets. The entrance fees
are included.  Proceed to Sorrento for dinner and accommodation.

Day 12
Sorrento -  Breakfast  – Depart along the coast in the morning, on the
world’s famous Amalfi Drive. Stop by Positano for a breathtaking view of
its Bay. Drive on to Amalfi. Visit of  its Basilica, the old narrow streets, its

shops and stores. Opportunity is given to have lunch, not included, with
the local fish specialties. On your way back, stop in Ravello to visit its
famous villa. Dinner and accommodation in Sorrento.

Day 13
Sorrento -  Breakfast – Morning at leisure. In the meantime your

baggage is being transferred to the Island of  Capri,
where you are free to go, with the help of  your Tour
Leader, at the time of  your choice. It all depends the
kind of  weather you have on this day. If  it is clear, and
there is no wind, we suggest sailing in the morning, to
allow a visit of  the Blue Grotto, right on that day. The
transport to Capri will be by Hydrofoil. The private
motorboat to the entrance of  the Grotto, the rowboat
needed to go inside, and its tickets, are included in the

arrangements. Visit the Isle of  Capri, with its little streets, the Gardens
of Caesar, the Perfume Factory of  the local Eau de Cologne, distilled
from the flowers of  Capri. Dinner and accommodation at Hotel.

Day 14
Capri -  Breakfast – Day of  relax in the Island. With your Tour Escort,
visit the top of  the island, Anacapri. Use the chairlift to its top, the
Monte Solaro, for a 360 degrees view; see the Bay of  Naples, the
Vesuvius, the Bay of  Sorrento and Amalfi. Dinner and accommodation at
the hotel.

Day 15
Capri -  Breakfast  – Morning transfer, with your
luggage, to Naples. Meet you local guide for a
day tour of  the city, including the National
Museum, with the findings at the Pompeii’s
Excavations. Lunch will be organized at the
Solfatara, the hot sulphur springs directly linked
to the volcano. Entrance fees to both sites are
included. Drive to Rome for an early check in at
your Hotel. A Farewell gourmet dinner will be
organized at a local restaurant, with

entertainment by Tenors and Sopranos, with a repertoire from the classic
Opera and Operettas. Inclusive of  transfers. Accommodation.

Day 16
Rome -  Breakfast  – In due time, transfer to the Airport for your flight
home. Your Italian tour leader bids you good by. End of  our services.

Rome - Piazza di Spagna
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Day 1
Depart on an overnight international flight, with dinner and breakfast
on board.

Day 2
Milan, Venice -  Arrive Milan. Double check that all your luggage has
arrived. The porters will bring them to your Motorcoach. Security
bylaws do not allow your Tour Escort to meet you within the Customs
Area of  the Airport. You will be met just outside the limited area. While
you are being transferred down town for an orientation tour of  the city,
get acquainted with your Tour Escort. The orientation tour will include
the outside of  the Theatre La Scala, the Fortress of  the Sforza Rulers,
the shopping gallery Vittorio Emmanuel II and a view of  the Duomo
with its glittering “Madonnina”, Our Lady, on its highest pinnacle.
Depart toward Venice and Lido di Jesolo. Upon arrival at your hotel,
distribution of  the rooms and time to fresh up. The hotel will provide
baggage handling. At the time that has been agreed, transfer with your
bus to the Pier located at Punta Sabbioni where a chartered motor
launch is awaiting you. Comfortable transfer to Saint Mark’s Square.
Time at leisure, with the possibility to sit in one of  the sidewalk cafés
of  this Square. If  you want to have a real feeling with this city of  the
past, may we suggest an optional gondola ride that will take you along
the canals, buildings, and under many of  its 400 bridges. Late
afternoon return transfer to your hotel, for a get together dinner,
beverages included. Accommodation.

Day 3
Venice -  After breakfast, always with your local hostess, proceed to
Punta Sabbioni for your transfer to Saint Mark’s Square, always with a
chartered motor launch, and meet the local guide for the walking tour
that will include the Basilica, the Doge’s Palace, the Bridge of  Sighs and
the “Piombi” the Doge’s prison. At the end of  the tour, and after some
free time for shopping, using the Vaporetto, the typical waterbus of
Venice to Saint Mark’s Square your Venetian hostess will escort you on
the mile long canal ride, along the “Canal Grande” under the bridge of
“Rialto” and “The Scalzi” two land marks of  this extraordinary city.
Embark, always with your hostess, on the chartered motor launch that
will take you on a cruise visiting the three major islands of  Venice. The
island of  Torcello, with ruins dating over 1000 years, including the visit
of  the Church Santa Fosca and Chapel. Burano, the fishermen’s island,
with their coloured houses and were the women produce beautiful
handmade laces. Last but not least, the island of  Murano, where still
nowadays beautiful coloured glasses are blown in a thousand different

form and colours. The day will terminate directly at the Pier of  Punta
Sabbioni, where you motorcoach is waiting to take you back to the
Hotel. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 4
Venice - After breakfast, always with your local hostess, proceed to
Punta Sabbioni for your transfer to the Railroad Station of  Venice,
always with a chartered motor launches. Then, with the use of  the local
Waterbus, the famous Vaporetto, ride on the long Canal Grande,
viewing the most beautiful Patrician Palaces, under the Ponte Rialto,
the oldest stone bridge of  Venice, to arrive near the Piazza San Marco.
Walk through the little and narrow streets of  this city, the so-called
“calle” and “sottoportego”. The walking tour will end in Piazza San
Marco. Afternoon free. At given time, board the private motor launch for
your transfer back to Punta Sabbioni and by motorcoach, transfer to the
Lido di Jesolo. Dinner and accommodation at your hotel.

Day 5
Venice, Ravenna, Florence -  After breakfast, load the baggage and
immediate departure toward the Venetian Highway taking you to the
city of  Ravenna, where a local guide is awaiting for the tour of  this
magnificent city, with so much history involved in its monument and
churches. After some free time, proceed on your way to Florence.  In its
immediate surrounding, a visit to a local winery is included, for a wine
tasting of  their fine Tuscan productions, white and red. The entry into
town will be made from the north side, to allow the Bus to arrive and
have a short stop at the Piazzale Michelangelo, where you have the
possibility of  viewing this spectacular city from above. Continue to your
hotel located in Montecatini Terme, a quaint little town in the vicinity of
Florence.  Check in. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 6
Montecatini Terme, Florence, Pisa, Siena, Montecatini Terme -
After breakfast depart to Pisa. Meet the local guide for a walking tour
of  the “Piazza dei Miracoli” including the Baptistery and the Duomo. In
option, you might wish to climb the Leaning Tower, now open to the
public. After the tour, continue along the beautiful F&C roads, along the
Tuscany Hills, to San Gimignano, the fortress with the 17 towers. Walk
along the streets of  this Medieval town. Enjoy at a local winery the
typical Vernaccia, produced in this area. Drive on to Siena and meet a
local guide who will walk you to the world famous Piazza Il Campo with
its Communal Palace and the medieval houses around the Square. Time
free, then return to Montecatini Terme for dinner and accommodation.
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Day 7
Montecatini Terme, Florence, Assisi -  After breakfast, with your
local guide, depart on a walking tour of  this ancient city. You will be
admiring the Palazzo della Signoria, the Loggia with its beautiful
statues, the Straw Market, and the Ponte Vecchio, a most striking
structure built over the Arno river. Visit the Academy and enjoy the
view of  Michelangelo’s masterpiece “David”.  Time free to enjoy an ice
cream or an aperitif  in the Piazza della Signoria, or visit the Saint
Mark's Convent with the paintings of  the Beato Angelico, dating back to
the 14th century. Mid afternoon, depart for Assisi.  Arrive at your hotel,
dinner and accommodation.

Day 8
Assisi, Sorrento -  Breakfast.  Meet your local guide for a complete
tour of  this Medieval town. The Basilica of  Saint Francis has three
levels. One Basilica, one Church and the Tomb of  the Saint on the third
level, entirely underground. Visit the Churches of  Saint Damian and
Saint Claire.  Departure. On the way out of  Assisi, stop at the Church of
Saint Mary of  the Angels and visit the Porziuncola, a tiny little chapel
where Saint Francis used to pray.  Proceed to Cassino, for a visit on own
of  the Abbey of  Montecassino and the WWII
Cemeteries. Continue to the Bay of  Sorrento.
Dinner and accommodation.

Day 9
Sorrento, Capri, Sorrento -  After breakfast,
meet your local guide and with the tiny little
red buses of  Sorrento, transfer to its port, to
sail on a Hydrofoil to Capri. Upon arrival you
have the possibility to take an optional side trip to the Blue Grotto.
Otherwise the arrangements of  your tour will include, with the use of
the local mini buses, holding 12 to 14 persons, a transfer to the top of
the Island, Anacapri. Your guided tour will include the Villa of  San
Michele, owned by a famous Swedish writer, Axel Munthe. Then return,
always by mini buses, to the Piazzetta di Capri, the famous little
Square of  this island. Enjoy in one of  its sidewalk café a cappuccino or
a local ice cream. Walk along the small streets and do some window-
shopping. Your local guide will take you to see the Gardens of  Caesar,
for a fantastic view over the bay, with Naples on one side and Sorrento
on the other. Using the local cable car transport, the “Funicolare”
return to the port of  Capri for your return journey by either Hydrofoil
or Hydro Jet. Transfer to the hotel. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 10
Sorrento, Positano, Amalfi, Sorrento -  After breakfast depart and
drive on the famous Amalfi Drive. The drive is slow because of  the
narrow road, but you will be given the possibility to enjoy the blue sea,
the tiny white roofed houses, the churches covered with coloured
terracotta slabs. Stop near Positano and with the use of  the local buses
(no charter service available) your local guide will take you to the sea
level of  this village. You have already admired it, seeing it from the
top. You will now see it from the bottom. Return to your Bus and
proceed to Amalfi. Time free and then visit the Cathedral and the old
town. The return will be by Vietri and the Highway – due to the one-
way directions imposed on the Amalfitana Drive.
Return to Sorrento. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 11
Sorrento, Naples, Embark of  SNAV Ship -  After breakfast, drive to
the excavations of  Pompeii where you will be met by your guide.  Full
tour of  the ruins. Visit the Forum, the Baths, and the street of  the
Merchants, the various homes and houses. From the main Square you
can have a perfect view of  the Vesuvius volcano, which is still active.

Continue to Naples and always with your
guide, drive along the main boulevard, and
admire the fortress dell’Ovo, guarding the Port
and the Stronghold of  the Aragon Kings, a
Spanish Royal Family that long ruled over this
city.  See the Shopping Gallery and see the
Opera Theatre of  San Carlo. In due time check
in and embarkation formalities on the
overnight Ferry departing at 08.00 pm to
Palermo. Dinner on board. Accommodation in
two berth cabins.

Day 12
Palermo -  Arrive in Palermo at 06:30 am. Good morning coffee and
rolls will be served on board, prior disembarking. Transfer to your
hotel where you will be welcomed with breakfast. Rooms might no be
available until 12:00 noon. With the help of  a local guide, visit the
Palace of  the Normans, a combination of  Arabic and Teutonic stiles,
visit the Cathedral and the Benedictine Convent of  San Giovanni degli
Eremiti, a typical Norman construction. In the afternoon drive to
Monreale, a village overlooking Palermo, to visit the Duomo, known for
its marvellous mosaics and the Closter, dating to the 12th Century.
Return to the hotel. Dinner and accommodation.
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Day 13
Palermo, Erice, Selinunte, Agrigento -  Breakfast.  Depart for Erice.
Stop to visit with a local guide the ancient Erice, a strong hold dating
back to the pre-Roman times. Then continue on your day trip to arrive
in Selinunte. The excavations of  Selinunte show an Acropolis, various
temples, and the signs of  both an ancient port and town. This city dates
back to the year 550 B.C. and was founded by the Greeks.  Proceed to
Agrigento. Arrive at your hotel. Dinner and accommodation.

Day 14
Agrigento, Piazza Armerina, Taormina -  After breakfast meet
your guide and depart for the visit of  the Valley of  the Temples. There
are eight temples to be admired, in a good state of  conservation. The
city, founded by the Greeks around the year 580 B.C. was named
Akragas. Winner of  a war against Cartage in the year 480, they built
most of  the temples. Revenge came in the year 408 B.C. when the city
was under siege, taken and destroyed by Cartages. In the year 210 B.C.
it was finally taken over by the Romans and named Agrigentum. After
the visit depart for your day’s drive to Taormina-Naxos. On the way, if
open to the public on the day you will drive by it, you will stop at the
“Villa Romana del Casale” a marvellous ensemble of  villas and
temples, dating between the 3rd and 4th century A. D. The mosaics are
still striking in the quality of  the workmanship, still maintaining the
beautiful colours and designs. Continue to Taormina-Naxos. 
Arrive for dinner and accommodation.

Day 15
Taormina, Naxos Beach -  Day at leisure in half  board. Visit on own
of  the city and enjoy a day of  relax. If  you feel active, the motorcoach
can take you to up to Mt. Etna, the live volcano, to the authorized
checkpoint.

Day 16
Taormina, Naxos Beach, Messina, Villa San Giovanni, Salerno -
After breakfast early departure for the short drive to Messina. The
embarkation of  a Bus usually takes 15 to 30 minutes, prior departure;
the crossing to the Port of  Villa San Giovanni 30 minutes, and the
disembarkation of  the Bus 15 minutes. Drive on the Autostrada del
Sole.  Pass by Lamezia Terme, Cosenza and arrive in the early
afternoon in Salerno. Check in at your hotel. Dinner and
accommodation.

Day 17
Salerno, Tivoli, Rome -  Depart in the morning, after breakfast, and
always on the Highway A1, in three and a half  hours you are in the
suburb of  Rome.  Drive on to Tivoli, in the Frascati wine area. Visit a
local winery for a taste of  their production, strictly white. There are
two Villas of  remarkable interest in this area. Villa Adriana, the
remains of  Emperor Hadrian’s Villa, with its marble statues, artificial
lake and ponds. The other is Villa D’Este, constructed for Cardinal
d’Este. It is a magnificent garden, with its many fountains, shaped like
dragons, butter flies, waterfalls, or a line of  101 gargoyles, all
sprinkling water. We have included the entrance fees to this villa and
the services of  an English-speaking guide, who will describe the
different fountains, their history and the way the water works. There is
even a musical organ operated by the pressure of  the rising water. A
pleasant and peaceful walk along these gardens will be the perfect
way to end the day. Drive on to Rome, for dinner and accommodation.

Day 18
Rome -  Breakfast. Morning day guided tour of  the city. It will include
the Vatican Museums and the Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo’s
masterpiece. We will visit as well the Basilica of  Saint Peter and the
Tombs of  the Popes. In one aisle you will have to possibility to admire
Michelangelo’s “Pieta” the Deposition from the Cross, a wonder
sculpted by a young Michelangelo. The afternoon is free for personal
venturing, visiting and shopping. Meet in the late afternoon at your
hotel.  Dinner and accommodation.

Day 19
Rome -  Breakfast. Morning guided tour of  Rome. It will include the
outside of  the Colosseum, the Roman Forum. Walk to the Fountain of
Trevi, were you will be given the possibility to throw a coin (strictly
over your left shoulder) with the wish to return to Rome and Piazza
Navona, one of  the most beautiful of  Roman Squares.  Enjoy an ice
cream in one of  the many Cafés.  They are the best in Rome.   The
afternoon is free. In the evening, meet in the hotel lobby for the
transfer to a typical roman restaurant, for your Farewell Dinner. This is
your opportunity to bid good by to your driver and, if  included in the
tour arrangements, your Tour Escort.

Day 20
Rome -  Breakfast and transfer to the airport. End of  Services.



HolidaysGSA

.co
m

G.S.A. Travel Services Srl
Via Padova, 21 - 00161 Rome - ITALY
Tel: + 39 06442.91167
Fax: +39 06442.62630
HelpDesk@gsaholidays.com
www.gsaholidays.com

d
e

s
ig

n
&

p
u

b
lis

h
in

g
 b

y
 g

rip
p

ia
s
s
o

c
ia

ti.c
o

m




